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In cognitive-structural theory, moral judgment development involves a construction of progressively more mature forms of moral meaning. Kohlberg contended that the process of constructing follows an identifiable cross-culturally valid sequence of six stages of moral judgment development and maturity (Kohlberg, 1984). Kohlberg’s model of moral development as displaying an invariant hierarchical order of structurally consistent stages has recently been supported by Dawson et al. (2005) who applied a Rasch analysis to their data. Similarly, the current study employs a Rasch model to examine stage development, and it uses the Padua Moral Judgment Scale (PMJS; Comunian, 2004) in different samples of respondents from Europe, Africa, South America, Australia, and Asia. The PMJS is composed of 28 items, each of which is rated on a 4-point Likert scale. The items are grouped in four parts, with each part containing seven items addressing seven sociomoral values (contract, truth, affiliation, life, property, law, and legal justice). Each of the seven items represents a stage or mixed stage of moral judgment development ranging from stage 1 to stage 4. In accordance with Kohlberg’s model and as assessed through the PMJS, the research results confirmed the hierarchical stage order in all of the countries considered. The cross-cultural validation of the PMJS constitutes the basic purpose of a specific research project.
